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LICENSING REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-
Committee held in the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, 
on Tuesday, 21 January 2014, at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

Clare Feeney-Johnson 
 

Helen Irving 
 

Evelyn Westwood 
 

Officers 
 

Hardeep Burnley Principal Food, Licensing and Safety Officer 

John Greenbank Democratic Services and Scrutiny Assistant 

Nicola Hartley Solicitor 

Tony Houlihan Licensing and Enforcement Officer 

Karen Partington Licensing Officer 

 
LRS/20 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Evelyn Westwood be elected Chairman for the 
meeting. 
 

LRS/21 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There had been no change in the membership of the Sub-Committee, and 
therefore no reconstitution of membership was necessary. 
 

LRS/22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were made. 
 

LRS/23 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there were no excluded items on the Agenda. 
 

LRS/24 INTRODUCTION  
 
The Chairman introduced the Members of the Sub-Committee and those in 
attendance, and read out the procedure for the meeting to be used in 
consideration of the application. 
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LRS/25 APPLICATION TO RENEW A HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER'S LICENCE  
 
The Licensing Officer presented a report that asked Members to consider whether 
to renew the applicant’s Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence in light of certain 
convictions recorded against her. 
 
Mrs Clare Davey had applied to renew her Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence 
which had been due to expire on 17 January 2014. During the application process 
it had been revealed that her Driving Licence had been endorsed with a total of 14 
penalty points as a result of four separate speeding instances dating back to 18 
October 2009. The Sub-Committee was also informed that the most recent 
conviction had occurred while she had been transporting a fare paying passenger. 
 
The Chairman invited the applicant and Members of the Sub-Committee to put 
questions to the Licensing Officer. 
 
Mrs Davey spoke to the Sub-Committee explaining that the most recent 
endorsements on her licence had been as the result of a Magistrate Court decision 
and had included a £380 fine. She also informed Members that she had attended 
a speed awareness course after the 20 August 2012 endorsements. The Sub-
Committee was informed that she was self-employed. 
 
The Chairman then invited the Licensing Officer and Members of the Sub-
Committee to put questions to the applicant. 
 
The applicant was then invited to make a closing submission. 
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude 
the press and public, in making its decision and retired in accordance with 
Resolution 14 (2) of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearing) Regulations 2005 (as 
amended) in order to give further consideration to the application. 
 
The Sub-Committee withdrew to consider the circumstances put forward and 
reconvened to deliver its decision. 
 
Having heard the representations made, the Sub-Committee considered the 
circumstances put forward and 
 
RESOLVED – That the application be refused. 
 
Reasons for Decision:- 
 
(1) The Council has a duty to protect the public, and to be satisfied that the 
applicant is a fit and proper person to drive a hackney carriage or a private hire 
vehicle. 
 
(2) Having taken into account all the information available to it, the Sub-
Committee decided that Mrs Davey’s application shall be refused having regard to 
the Council’s policy and taking into account the individual circumstances of the 
case. Mrs Clare Yvonne Davey has made an application to renew her hackney 
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carriage driver’s licence which expires on 17 January 2014. The application 
process has revealed that the applicant has been convicted of the following 
offences as a result of which her driving licence has been endorsed with penalty 
points:- 
 

18.10.2009 Speeding SP30 (Fixed penalty) D/Licence endorsed 3 points 

11.06.2012 Speeding SP30 (Fixed penalty) D/Licence endorsed 3 points 

30.08.2012 Speeding SP30 (Fixed penalty) D/Licence endorsed 3 points 

16.05.2013 Speeding SP30 (Fixed penalty) D/Licence endorsed 5 points - 
fined £380 

 
(3) The Council has adopted guidance concerning the relevance of criminal 
convictions and Police Cautions for use in determining applications for Hackney 
Carriage Driver’ Licences. The guidance states that all convictions will be 
considered on merit and the relevance of criminal convictions will be weighed 
against the need to protect the public. 
 
(4) Convictions relating to minor driving offences committed when the applicant 
was driving a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire vehicle will be considered in a 
more serious light. 
 
(5) The Sub-Committee noted that they have a duty of care to the travelling 
public who use private hire and hackney carriage vehicles in the District and could 
find no evidence to justify departing from the Policy in this case. The Speed 
Awareness Course was Mrs Davey’s opportunity to reflect and be more aware of 
her speed. However after attending this course, Mrs Davey then went on to accrue 
a further 5 points and whilst carrying a fare paying passenger. The Sub-Committee 
considered that 44-45 miles per hour in an urban area is very high and dangerous. 
 
The applicant was informed of her right to appeal to the Magistrates Court within 
21 days following notification of the Licensing Sub-Committee’s decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 10.46 a.m. 


